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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Jeri Anderson 

 
     The attendance at the AVSA convention in 
Raleigh, North Carolina was down from what was 
expected; I think our down economy is probably the 
reason.  It was a beautiful show and there were so 
many beautiful plants.  The best African violet in the 
show was a magnificent standard, Lucien Croteau, 
shown by Tom Greer.  The winners are all listed on 
the AVSA website, check them out. 
     I know a lot of you love Streptocarpus but don’t 
grow them because they get so large.  You will be 
happy to learn that Dale Martens is now hybridizing 
smaller Streps.  
     Now that I’m home it’s time to concentrate on 
TAVS.  Next up is our spring potluck that is always a 
great success.  We have a few new members, so be 
sure to introduce yourselfs to them and make them 
feel welcome.  In June, July and August we have our 
summer programs and those are fun too. 
 
 

A BIG THANK YOU 
Rose Garcia 

Rose wants to extend a "Thank You" for everyone 
that brought plants to sell and to share for our spring 
show. 
 
 

SEPTEMBER SALE 
Joanie Rivard 

 
     Thank you all for your help at our show. I look 
forward to working with you in September. We do 
need a co-chairperson. If you have any suggestions or 
would like to volunteer to help with anything please 
feel free to contact me. We had a very successful 
spring show. I am going to work very hard to make 
our fall sale and next year's show just as successful. 
Please be sure to sign up for the sale in September. It 
will take all of us to make the September sale a 
success. Thank you all in advance for your hard 
work. 
      Feel free to contact me with any suggestions you 
might have 
 
 

 

TIPS – SUMMER CARE 
Allan Reith 

 
     Now that the show is over and our regular 
meetings will stop for the summer, it’s easy to forget 
our violets.  While they can stand a little neglect, a lot 
of neglect would be disastrous. 
     Here are a few rules for making and keeping your 
plants happy and healthy for the summer. 
•Don’t forget me (I’m precious, you’ll want me 
later). 
•Don’t have a drought (as forget to water). 
•Don’t over fertilize (I’ll be stressed enough). 
•Don’t get them too hot (if you’re comfortable, so am 
I). 
•Don’t forget to check for bugs (if your house is open 
little critters can get in). 
•Don’t start those new babies in large pots (start with 
one inch pots and gradually progress up). 
•Don’t let the direct sun get at me (the angle of the 
sun may change and fool you). 
•Do pick off dead leaves and spent blossoms. 
•Do attend the summer workshops (great company 
and a good learning process). 
•Do be patient, kind, and loving and I will reward 
you later by looking beautiful. 
     Don’t forget, if you have too many plants in your 
collection, this is a good time to thin your collection 
by donating some plants to the Bingo Table at the 
May potluck.      
 

BEST VARIETY 
Jeri Anderson 

 
     It’s time for all members to review their favorite 
plants and choose a list of 25 for the Best Variety list 
which will come out in the November/December AV 
Magazine.   Everyone can submit a list of 25 plants.  
Please submit your list to me by July 1st and I will 
tally the lists and submit to the Honor Roll chairman. 

 
 

HELP YOUR HOSTESS 
Jeri Anderson 

 
     When you know in advance that you’re not going 
to be at your regular meeting, please take a few 
minutes and notify the hostess so they can prepare an 
appropriate amount of food. 



        
YELLOW/WHITE LEAF PROBLEM? 

Kathy Bell 
 
     At our spring show I noticed there were several 
plants with yellow leaves. Some leaves were around 
the bottom and should have been removed and the 
plant potted down. Others had leaves that were a light 
green heading to yellow.  
     I found that when I went from using our soil mix 
(Super Soil) to using a peat moss mix that some of 
my plants were turning yellow. So I contacted Joyce 
Stork (Kent’s Flowers) and she said to check the pH 
and if it isn’t near 7 it may be that the plant isn’t able 
to access the nitrogen in the fertilizer very efficiently. 
If it wasn’t near 7 to water with Epson salts once a 
month using 1 generous teaspoon per gallon of water. 
I have not tried it but I am going to. In the mean time 
I asked her if I put some blood meal in if that would 
help and she said it might. I have also added bone 
meal. Dr. Jeff Smith uses bone meal in his soil mix 
that’s where I got that idea.  
     I use an eighth of a teaspoon of blood and bone 
meal in a one gallon bag of soil and so far so good 
plants look healthy and green and are growing. 
Yeah!! 
     How many of you have Miracid soil acidifier by 
Miracle Gro? That also works to green up your 
plants. Use a quarter of a teaspoon to a gallon of 
water and only water once, it will take about a month 
or so before you see a difference in your plants. I 
don’t like waiting that long so I just take a little of the 
Miracid and sprinkle directly on the top soil of the 
plant and scratch it in and water it lightly you will see 
a difference in a week or so. Don’t use much, like 
Mom says a dash of ……… 
     All of these suggestions should work on 
variegated plants that the center leaves are coming in 
white or when making babies from the mother leaf. 
Remember when trying something new; try it on just 
one or two plants. 

 
 

MAY POTLUCK 
     The May meeting is our joint meeting and 
potluck.  Bring a dish to share and leaves/plants for 
Violet Bingo.  TAVS provides plates, silverware, 
napkins and soft drinks. The potluck is being held 
Saturday, May 1nd, 10:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m., at The Inn 
at the Fountains. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

$$ DUES $$ DUES $$ DUES $$ 
 

     If you are not going to be at the potluck, please 
mail your dues to our Treasurer, Cindy Baker.  TAVS 
has done well enough that we are able to keep the 
dues at $10.  Remember that there is a $5 
reinstatement fee after July 1st. 
  
 

SUMMER PROGRAMS 
June 12th, 1 -3 p.m., at the Cascades.  “Share Your 
Violet Arts & Crafts”, so far Marie Frisby and Char 
Ernstein have committed to share their hobby.  If you 
collect blossom recipes, write poems, etc. please 
bring your items to share. 
July 10th, 10 -12 noon, at The Fountains.  A showing 
of the Pat Hancock DVD “From Species – to 
Spectacular” will be shown followed by a hands-on 
plant program by Jeri Anderson. 
August 14th, 1 -3 p.m,, at the Cascades.  A visit to a 
grower’s home, so far Kathy Bell has committed to 
opening her home.   

 
FOR SALE 

 
Anita Harold:   
•1 plant stand- 2 shelves w/ 8 trays. 4 4ft light 
fixtures and bulbs. Dimensions 48" H x 53" L x 23" 
D.  $152.00 
It was bought from Indoor Garden Supplies 2 years 
ago and has wheels attached for ease of movement.  
If anyone wants to see a  picture check the website 
www.indoorgardensupplies.com.  Sorry to say I don't 
have the item number but with the dimensions you 
should be able to find them.   
 
 

LOOKING FOR 
Judy Millstone is looking for Pima Stars.  If you are 
growing this violet, please let Judy know. 
 
Jeannine Faidley is looking for Isabella.  Let her 
know if you are growing this violet. 
 
Renee Rossman who lives in Phoenix is looking for a 
violet with the name “Shirley” or “Anne”.  Awhile 
back she was looking for a violet with the name 
“Ruth” and we came up with Ruth’s Girl, maybe 
we’ll be able to help her out again.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




